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‘ne'gf the most difficult and
censequential decisions of ..
the Bush presiclency took
place in Januaryof last’
year: the decision to fonda- |
menta][ychangé our strategy by "surg*
ing” more U.8, forces to Iraq. :
- Thisdecision was taken agamst the
backdrop of ‘escalating violence -in
Irag, calls for immediate or “phased”

withdrawal, prognostications of irimi- .

. nentdefeat, and an abundance of polit-
ieal blame directed at the White-
House, The president’s move was met

‘with skepticism and ountright vilifica-
tion, except for a few principled politi-
cians like John McCain and Joe Lieber-
man. Today, people are getting in line'
to-claim credit for the “surge”

Mr. Bush’s decision was guided by a
clear strategic principle, The presi-
dent wanted the U.S. to win, and refash-
ioning our strategy was the best oppor-
tunity to succeed in this goal, as well
as to leave Irag policy on a sounderba-
sis for his suceassor. Whoever wins
the presidency in 2008 will be pleased
that he did, What a difference a year-
makes.

The most
underappreciated
foreign policy
achievement of the
Bush Presidency
is missile defense.

The surge may turn out to be Mr.
Bush’s most important decision. But
he has made other such decisions
since 9/1, iIncluding to fomruit ground
forces to Afghanistan, to eradicate the
regime of Saddam Hussein, to tse the
CIA to conduct strategfc interrogation
of high-level terrorists, and to conduct
strategic surveillance of terrorists
communications.

M. Bush has faced so many tough
choices over the last seven years that
his dacision to withdraw from the 1972
Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty has been
atleast paztially forgotten, Yet this der,
cision, announced in December 2001,
was no less consequential, It also de-
fied the erities who argued that it
would lead to a new arms race, in-
crease nuclear proliferation and ruin
cooperation with Russia on nuclear
arms control and terrorism.

None of these things have hap-
pened as a result of the AEM Treaty
withdrawal. But the decision will en-

- able us.to counter a still-growing 21st
century threat.

In the summer of 2008, when Kim
Jong Ilwas agair seeking to intirnidate
Ameriea and its allies with medium
and long-range missiles, the president
had no real options short of pre-emp-
tive attack or retaliation, And vethere,
as with the suree. our next nresident

. pause Mr. Bush did Tipt -
* what was necessary-for LS. security,”
. Mr. Bush has assgned d.u-ectiun of

our mlssﬂe-defense capabilities and -
+fense strategy to the: United:
.part-of whose mission is the

‘ing the nation from strate-

. system isheing built) and

- Aleutian Islands to Hawaii.
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Desgpite critics’ claims to

test of kinetic kill inter-
ceptors has. demon-

ness of our defenses.

The' first strate- %
gic misslle intercep- .
tors since 1975 are de-
pioyed in Fort Greely, Alaska

stand guard against an attack on
the entire courrtry. Sea-basedin-
terceptors that have far
greater capability than the Pa-
triots: of Iraq are being de-,
ployec[ using the SM-3 missilé’
and Aegis radars. :
. Gooperation with key al-
lies on missile deferse is
at an all-time high, and
we are finally dgble to
cooperate in ways

Arerican and allied
territory. In Japan,
we have deployed ara-
dar capable of providing
data for protecting- both
Japanese and U.S, terrltor,v.
We are also co-devéloping a
new version of the SM-3 that will
have greater capability against long-
range threats. .

None of this could have happened if
President Bush had not decided to
withdraw from the ABM Treaty. What
are the next steps that the country
should take to rapitalize fully on this
strategic choice?

irst, the president’s call for a

thu‘d strategic missile defense

site in Europe must be carried
out. This site provides additional ca-
pability to protect the U.S., and to piro-
tect as well our Europenn allies from
a growing Iranian missile threat. The
site would further cement the devel-
opment of a global sensor-and-inter-
ceptor network necessary for effec-
tive missile defense. Failure to follow

throurh would have implications for

our alhances ‘both 1ns1de and out of ¢
Europe. | .

Second, we can éxpeet that rogue
states such as North Korea and Iran &
are already looking at ways to connter
our existing defenses. One way they
might do this is to deploy decoys or
other countermeasures on their exist-
ing offensive missiles that must be at-
tacked, and could thus exhaust our lim-
ited supply of interceptors. Fortu-
rmtely, wa can tiow explore cost-effec-
tive solutions to this threat.

One sohition is to developintercep-
tors with muttiple kill vehicles-—some-
thing that was explicitly banned by the
ABM Treaty. Another solutionis to de-
velop advanced discrimination tech-
niques to tell the decoys from the real
threats. These techniques include us-
ing radars, space-based. sensorg, or a |
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